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PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Although ‘pivot’ was the word of the year for many
organisations way back in 2020, it seems still to be an
important force in 2022. In the case of ISHPSSB, our
most recent pivot has had a fabulous outcome, namely
that we will be meeting in Toronto rather than London
(Ontario) in 2023. London has its charms: as a child, I
loved Storybook Gardens, and of course Stratford with
its wonderful theatre festival is nearby, and is an
historically important locale for our organisation.
However Toronto is much more easily accessible
particularly for those travelling internationally. It also
provides numerous opportunities for tourism and other
activities of interest to ISH members. Toronto was
initially our first choice, but due to the Canadian
Association of University Teachers (CAUT) decision
to censure the University of Toronto in April 2021
over academic freedom in relation to hiring,
conferences were not being permitted, so we moved
ISH to the University of Western Ontario in London.
However, in September 2021, the CAUT censure was
lifted following the University meeting a series of
conditions. This change permitted us to (re)schedule
the conference at Toronto, overseen by a joint
committee of academics based at Toronto and Western,
and to occur in a hybrid fashion. We are very grateful
to all of our Canadian colleagues for their flexibility
given the changing situation, and are extremely excited
about our next conference. More details are available
below and will be forthcoming over the coming
months.

ISHPSSB'’s various committees are hard at work, with
details about their membership recently posted to our
website. As always, if you wish to volunteer for a
committee, watch for the call for members at the
annual meeting or write to one of us on the Executive.
We always are seeking to diversify our committee
membership in all ways, including in terms of gender,
career stage, geography, and disciplinary focus. The
last week of May and the beginning of June is
Reconciliation Week here in Australia, which is an
important national time for us to all seek change.
Relatedly, I am still seeking additional volunteers for
an ad hoc subcommittee on ISH processes for
providing acknowledgement of country/land,
particularly members from countries that have
protocols for this type of First Nations recognition. If
you are interested, please drop a note.

In this newsletter, I want to particularly call out the
excellent work by the Off-Year Workshop Committee,
ably chaired by Matt Haber. For details on everything
that they have accomplished, please see below. Our off-
year workshops began as a way to keep in touch in
between our biennial meetings but have become even
more important due to limitations for many on travel
for pandemic, economic, and other reasons, and as
ways to bring together local clusters of scholars of the
life sciences from a variety of disciplines. Check out
the excellent list of workshops that we are helping to
sponsor, and do consider convening one: the rolling
deadline makes our processes more flexible than ever.

As usual, if you have any thoughts or concerns about
ISH and its future, we would be delighted to hear from
you. Just drop me a line at president@ishpssb.org.

Rachel A. Ankeny

President

ISHPSSB MEETING 2023

Save the date: 10—15 July 2022 ISHPSSB in Toronto!

Just over 15 months until our next meeting and the
Program and Local Committees are deep in planning.
We are excited to return to in-person meeting, but we
are also aware of the responsibilities that organizing a
conference in these new, post-pandemic, climate-crisis
times places on us.

The meeting that we hope to put together will
celebrate the opportunity to reconnect in person as
well as continue to offer online participation, allowing
us to continue and expand on ISHPSSB’s commitment
to inclusivity and equity. We will offer new formats
such as digital poster and poster slam sessions,
alongside old favourites of organized sessions and
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individual paper submissions. We are especially keen
to promote ISH among social scientists and biologists,
and we have excellent ambassadors among the Program
Committee members.

We want to connect the conference with the place and
the community, and we intend to do so in several ways.
First, themes of the conference will reflect some of the
topics of high local interest, such as indigenous
knowledge, environmental and health histories and
related to the Great Lakes, animal cognition, and
biotechnology. Second, we want to open the
conference to the city by turning keynotes into public
talks and holding them in collaboration with local
organizations and in places accessible to urban
population.

The local committee, this time, is a collaboration
between three universities, University of Toronto,
University of Western Ontario, and Guelph
University. While Western is managing the online side
of the meeting, we are excited to hold the conference in
one of the most vibrant cities of North America.

Toronto, the capital of the Province of Ontario, is the

largest Canadian city with a core population of almost
three million, and regional population of six million,
along Lake Ontario’s northwestern shore. Long before
the European settlement (17th century), the region was
occupied by various indigenous communities,
including the Anishinaabe Nations and the Huron-
Wendat People (starting around 1000 B.C.E). It’s now
a dynamic metropolis with soaring skyscrapers dwarfed
by the iconic, free-standing CN Tower. The Greater
Toronto Area has many green spaces, trails, extensive
beaches, as well as cultural and sports facilities.
Sightseeing options in Toronto include: the CN Tower
(with the tethered EdgeWalk, confirmed by Guinness
World Records as the highest altitude edge walk), Lake
Ontario cruises, skyline helicopter rides, the Royal
Ontario Museum, McMichael Canadian Art
Collection (featuring many Indigenous artists),
Broadway productions in the Theatre District, the Art

Gallery of Ontario, Bata Shoe Museum, the Aga Khan
Museum, Ontario Science Centre, Toronto Zoo,
Ripley’s Aquarium. Toronto cultural scene is vibrant
during the summer months, hosting a range of
performing arts festivals. Two internationally
renowned theatre festivals, The Shaw (Niagara-on-the-
lake) and Stratford Shakespeare festivals are nearby.
The city of Niagara Falls is located near Toronto, at the
famous waterfalls of the same name, linked with the

ULS. by the Rainbow Bridge.

The conference venue will be located on the St.
George campus of the University of Toronto. The
University of Toronto is located in the heart of
downtown Toronto, easily accessible to fine dining and
entertainment venues. It is close to a host of hotels, in
varying price ranges. Some accommodation will be
available in the University’s student residences.

The ISHPSSB 2023 website will be launched soon.
We will provide details about affiliated scholarly
activities and conferences, arrival in Toronto, housing
and food options on campus, hotels, dining, and
entertainment. Watch for updates linked from the
main [SHPSSB website, and check back regularly.
Tatjana Buklijas & Eric Desjardins

on behalf of the Program and the Local Arrangements
Committees

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR
HOSTING THE ISHPSSB 2025
MEETING

ISHPSSB Members are invited to propose potential
sites for the 2025 meeting. Our tradition of
alternating sites suggests that the 2025 meeting
should be held in Europe, Asia, or Africa. A location
that can be easily accessed by rail, bus or car for many
members is especially desirable to minimize our
carbon footprint.

Proposals for hosting the 2025 meeting may be sent
before November 135, 2022 to the Site Selection
Committee Chair, Betty Smocovitis at

bsmocovi@ufl.edu. She is happy to help answer
questions and help with proposals for the 2025
meeting, as well as welcoming expressions of interest
for the 2027 meeting.

Betty Smocovitis

Chair of the Site Selection Committee
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OFF-YEAR WORKSHOP
COMMITTEE REPORT

ISHPSSB off-year workshops began in 2006 as a way
for members of the ISHPSSB community to meet in
smaller settings outside of the general meeting. Topics
and themes have ranged from professional
development to focused research topics. In this cycle,
the Off-Year Workshop Committee (a) clarified our
committee’s goals; (b) experimented with structural
changes; (c) expanded the modality of workshops we
sought to encourage; and (d) approved five off-year
workshops for the 2022 cycle. The Off-Year Workshop
committee is still accepting proposals for 2022
workshops!

Goals

With a dynamic, diverse, and thoughtful committee,
we re-visited the goals of the Off-Year Workshop
Committee, aiming to ensure they are helping advance

ISHPSSB’s goals. This culminated by clarifying the

aims off-year workshops should seek to meet:

— Drive new ISHPSSB membership;

— Engage and include current ISHPSSB members;

— Support and expand ISHPSSB diversity and
inclusion goals;

— Promote professional development and mentoring;

— Pilot hybrid or other creative formats that might be
used at general ISHPSSB meetings or other future
off-year workshops; or

— Embody and support ISHPSSB’s commitment to
interdisciplinary research and community

building.

Process/Structural Changes

The Off-Year Workshop Committee also introduced a
few structural changes. The most notable of those are
about the term limits of serving on the committee and
about the proposal process. Terms on the Off-Year
Workshop Committee have historically run two years,
starting and ending at biennial meetings. We requested
that terms on this committee shift to better reflect the
off-year workshop time table, running two years but
resetting in the off-years, i.e., terms will now begin and
end on July 1 on even years, rather than at biennial
meetings.

The other notable change was experimenting with a
rolling deadline for workshop proposals. The
committee introduced a soft deadline by which any
funded proposal would be considered. Additionally, we
introduced a rolling deadline, where funded proposals
would still be considered as long as funds remain, and
unfunded proposals will be considered through the end
of 2022.

Workshop Modalities

The Off-Year Workshop Committee sought to
encourage a wide range of workshop modalities, in part
to help organizers meet committee and ISHPSSB goals
in a diverse set of ways. This was reflected in the 2022
CFP, which listed the following workshop modalities:

— Traditional workshops;

— Add-on workshops that might be held concurrently
with or adjacent to other meetings of cognate
societies;

— Professional development workshops;

— Workshops focusing on expanding ISHPSSB’s
reach, e.g., expanding regional or disciplinary
inclusion;

— Experimental workshops that pilot new modalities,
new formats, or use of new technologies.

The Off-Year Workshop Committee also encouraged
organizers to consider in-person, hybrid, or virtual
formats for their workshops.

Approved Workshops

The Off-Year Workshop Committee approved five
workshops for the 2022 cycle (see next page). The
committee was pleased to see workshops from a wide
geographical range, covering a diverse set of topics,
with a multiplicity of modalities. Several organizers
sought to build off successful elements of the 2021
virtual meeting, e.g., incorporating GatherTown into
virtual meeting and hybrid meetings.

For details, please see the ISHPSSB meetings web
page.

Matt Haber

Chair of the Off-Year Workshop Committee
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Approved 2022 Off-Year Workshops

SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES WORKSHOP
University of Minnesota (virtual), June 10, 2022
Website: https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/sustainable-practices-workshop
Contact Information: Amanda Corris (acorris@umn.edu)

EASPLS 2022 (EUROPEAN ADVANCED SCHOOL IN PHILOSOPHY OF THE LIFE SCIENCES): “DEALING WITH
COMPLEXITY IN THE BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES”
Institute for Philosophy in Biology & Medicine, ImmunoConcEpT lab, and University of Bordeaux,
Bordeaux, France (in-person), Sept. 5—9, 2022.
Website: https://www.philinbiomed.org/event/easpls-bordeaux-2022/

ECHOES OF SCIENTIFIC THOUGHT IN SOCIETY: THE LATE 1 9TH CENTURY-EARLY 20TH CENTURY ‘RACE SCIENCE’
IN ARGENTINA AND BRAZIL
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil (virtual), Sep. 19—23, 2022.
Website: https:// 1 gracialtheoriesla.wixsite.com/racialtheories
Contact information: Marcelo Monetti Pavani (marcelopavani@alumni.usp.br)

A TRIPLE HELIX: METAPHOR, SOCIETY, AND THE SCIENCE OF EVOLUTION. A WORKSHOP IN MEMORY OF RICHARD
LEWONTIN
UNAM, Mexico (hybrid), Oct. 3-7, 2022.
Website: https://lewontin.fciencias.unam.mx/
Contact information: David Sudrez Pascal (david.suarez@ciencias.unam.mx)

Call for Participation (deadline June 15): https://lewontin.fciencias.unam.mx/?page_id=38

PHILOSOPHY OF BIOLOGY AND COGNITIVE SCIENCES XI (PBCS XI)
University of Salamanca, Spain (in-person), Nov. 3—4, 2022
Website: https: //pbesxiworkshop.wordpress.com/
Contact information: PBCSXI@usal.es
Call for Participation (deadline April 30): https://pbesxiworkshop.wordpress.com/cfp/

ISHPSSB/PSA COGNATE session participants must register for the conference.

SESSION If you would like submit a proposal for consideration,
please note:
For the upcoming Philosophy of Science Association

(PSA) biennial meeting in Pittsburgh (10-13 — No previously published paper may be presented at
November 2022), ISHPSSB has been invited to submit the PSA meeting.
a symposium proposal for the Cognate Society — No one will be permitted to present more than once
sessions. The idea is to promote broader representation at PSA2022. A scholar may appear as co-author
of work in philosophy of biology than has traditionally on more than one paper or symposium talk, but
been represented on the regular program of the PSA may present at PSA2022 only once (excluding
conference. presentations at the poster forum).

— Any individual can be part of only one cognate
The Cognate Society sessions will take place on society symposium proposal for submission to the
Thursday November roth. Each cognate society whose PSA in which they are a presenting author.

proposal is approved will be allotted 9o minutes. PSA Proposals must include:

will provide meeting rooms and AV equipment.

Sessions and participants will be listed on the official 1) The title of the proposed session
conference program and on-line schedules, and all 2) Session topic(s)
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3) Society name (ISHPSSB) Please send complete session proposals (a single pdf
4) Session organizer (leader or official representative of  file) by email to ISHPSSB Secretary, Sarah Roe
the cognate society) (secretary@ishpssb.org) by 1 June 2022. A decision
5) Session chair (can be the session organizer or will be made by the ISHPSSB Executive Committee
someone different) and forwarded to PSA by July 1st.
6) A list of participants with name, affiliation, and Sarah Roe
contact email, including any non-presenting co- ISHPSSB Secretary
authors.
7) A short descriptive summary of the proposal (100-
200 words)

8) A description of the topic and a justification of its
current importance to the discipline (up to 1-2pp. or
1000 words)

ISHPSSB STATEMENT ON THE SITUATION IN UKRAINE

The Council of the International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology have

approved the following statement on the Ukraine crisis:

We stand with our sibling international societies whose missions support our members, including the
EPSA, ESHS, HSS, IUPHST/DHST, and national scientific societies worldwide, as well as the KLI; and
we endorse their condemnation of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and their support of scholars everywhere
who are suffering during the war. We encourage our members to support relief efforts. The International
Science Council offers a listing of calls and offers for assistance.
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OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS 2021-2023

Officers Council Members
Rachel A. Ankeny (President) Jenny Bangham (2019—23)
rachel.ankeny@adelaide.edu.au jb252@cam.ac.uk
Betty Smocovitis (President Elect) Vivette Garcfa Deister (2019-23)
bsmocovi@ufl.edu vivettegarcia@ciencias.unam.mx
Don Opitz (Treasurer) Abigail Nieves Delgado (2021-25)
don.opitz@depaul.edu abigailnievesdelgado@gmail.com
Sarah Roe (Secretary) Maria Elice de Brzezinski Prestes (2021-25)
secretary@ishpssb.org eprestes@ib.usp.br
Greg Radick (Past President) Thomas Reydon (2021-25)
G.M.Radick@leeds.ac.uk reydon@ww.uni-hannover.de
Jan Baedke (Program Co-Chair) Joeri Witteveen (2019—23)
jan.baedke@rub.de jw@ind.ku.dk
Tatjana Buklijas (Program Co-Chair) Jacqueline Wallis (Student representative)
t.buklijas@auckland.ac.nz jacqwa@sas.upenn.edu

Are you subscribed to the ISHPSSB Listserv <ISHPSB-L>?

If not, you may have missed information posted for members which is not included in the newsletter, such as
positions announced, grant and funding opportunities, calls for papers, etc. Subscribe online by following these
instructions:
Send an email message to:

LISTSERV@lists.umn.edu
with the following in the body of the message:

SUBSCRIBE ISHPSB-L YourFirstName YourLastName
Check for updates online: https://www.ishpssb.org
This listserv is maintained by Lloyd Ackert. If you want to submit something, write to him under:
moderator@isbpssb.org

Have you renewed your membership?

ISHPSSB members receive lower registration rates to attend the biennial meeting. Members who renew by April
1t in odd-numbered years can also participate in the Society election held in May prior to the biennial meeting.
To renew your membership, go to: https://ishpssb.org/membership and click on “Renew my membership.”

If your membership has expired, click on “Join or renew ISHPSSB membership.”

If you experience any difficulties, contact the Secretary at secretary@ishpssb.org

As a benefit, members are able to subscribe to a variety of journals at reduced rates; see the information under

“Membership Benefits.”

Credits

This newsletter was edited by David Sudrez Pascal employing GINU Emacs and Scribus (both open source and
freely available). I thank Rachel Ankeny and Betty Smocovitis for proofreading it and to all the ISH members
who kindly contributed to this issue with their texts.

The logo of the society was generously contributed by Andrew Yang.

Submissions for the newsletter should be addressed at: newsletter@ishpssb.org
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